Page 10f 13

Newspaper Clips
October 15, 2014

Hindustan ND 15/10/2014 P-16

CCTYV footage provides fresh twist in 11 T-Delhi
boy's death

http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/City/Noida/CCTV-footage-provides-fresh-twist-in-1IT-Delhi-boys-
death/articleshow/44818759.cms

NOIDA: With the recovery of a CCTV footage showing IIT-Delhi student, Anchal Bhardwaj, at the office of a private
financial company that offers loan against mortgage of gold jewellery, police claimed to have made headway in the
investigation of his death.

Bhardwaj's father had alleged that his son was killed by his cousin who suspected him of stealing gold jewellery from his
apartment.

The cousin's family had later claimed to have recovered a jewellery box from Anchal's room, cops said. Anchal died after
falling from his cousin's eighth-floor apartment on October 3. Police said they are yet to ascertain whether it was an
accidental fall, a murder or an abetment to suicide.

"During the investigation, we recovered CCTV footage of a private financial company in Noida which deals in giving loans
against gold. The footage suggests Anchal had visited the company office," an officer said. Sources said Anchal had
deposited some gold ornaments with the financial firm and sold the rest to friends. "We have seen the deceased in the
CCTV footage. We have also questioned some of his friends who purchased gold from him," an officer said.

The cop added that while Anchal's cousins said he fell-off accidentally, his father Mahavir Bhardwaj alleged that the


http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/City/Noida/CCTV-footage-provides-fresh-twist-in-IIT-Delhi-boys-death/articleshow/44818759.cms
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cousins, who suspected Anchal of stealing the jewellery, threatened to set his educational documents on fire if he did
not admit to the crime and also pushed him to his death.
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India's continued
poor performance
in educational
rankings comes
inthe
background of
working towards
National
Knowledge
Network. Many
countries put
resources into
improving the .
global profile and
performance of
their universities.
Should India care
for these rankings
or should we have
our own ranking
system?

BSGmmm

N ancient times, two Indian uni-
versities, Nalanda and Tak-
shashila were among the top rank-
ing universities across the world.
These were epicenters of quality edu-
cation like present day Oxford and Har-
vard; attracting international students
from countries like Korea, Japan, Chi-
na, Tibet, Indonesia, Persia and Turkey.
The famous treatise of Arthashastra by
Kautilya is said to be compiled in Tak-
hashila, At present, h , none of
the Indian universities figures in the
first top 200 universities of the world.
In the Times Higher Education Rank-
ing Survey of World Universities, only
two universities, namely, Panjab Uni-
versity, Chandigarh, and Indian Insti-
tute of Science, Bangalore, figured in
the group ranked between 275-300.
President of India in his recent
address through National Knpwledge
Network expressed his serious con-
cerns about the low performance of
Indian universities and stressed on
new initiatives for enabling the Indian
universities to find a place among first
200 universities. -

The low ranking of Indian universi-
ties suggests something is seriously ail-
ing our universities. It seems a facile
generalisation, otherwise how do we
explain the outstanding contribution of
our alumni within India and abroad in
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challenges of our higher education system.

For assessing the performance of the Indian universities, we need a mnklng methodology which is governed by meissues and
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 Universities need India centric ranking

resulting in low employability ranging
from 25% in case of professional cours-
es to below 16% fo:msmduntes Inan
havi divi-
dends, preparing the students for mar-
ket should be one of the priorities of the
universities. For judging employability,
performance indicators are: (i) institu-
tional arrangements like Central Place-
ment Cells/ Finishing Schools for hon-
mg students' skllls for jobs (2%). (u)
of in
and job oriented courses (2%); and (iii)
overall employability (3.5%).

International reach (5%)
Earlier, a large number of students from
Africa, Middle East, East and South
Asian countries were coming to the
Indian universities. Settings up of uni-
versiﬁes in home countries and foreign
have lted in a
visible dip in the number of interna-
tional students. Some universities are
sﬁllgetﬁng international students. The
nb offomgn llaborations by the
Indian’ ty is on the i
Good numbers of students are coming
to Indm for internships. Keepma these
in view, indicators sug
gested for international reach are: (i)
proportion of international students
(1%); (ii) proportion of international fac-
ulty (1%); (iii) international partner-
ships in research and teaching includ-
ing JointDual Degree Programmes

areas like fundamental research, man-  Key areas for performance Curriculum development and tage of Basic Sciences' students (26%); and (iv) international student
ion technology, that measurement revision (5%) (2%); and (iii) p tage of inter-di rnships (1%).
£ Jincludes the Siticon Valley? These sim- For making our 1 to  ciplinary courses' students (1%).
ple facts certainly point to strengths of A8 Weightageinthe  emerging needs of the economy and Accreditation (2.5%)
the Indian universities and also ques- Overall Ranking (%) soc&ety, the recommended indicators Indianess (5%) Regular accreditation holds the key to
tion the efficacy of global methodolo-  Quality of gand 25 (1) introd: new in The Indian universities have Centres excellence. In India the National
gies employed by the rank c I i tune gv:th ¢ market/research surveys for Excellence which hardly collabo- Assessment and Accreditation Coun-
_like The Times Higher Educat Curri d it 05 (2%); (i) major restructuring of curricu-  rate with each other The cultural cil (NAAC) and National Board of
Shanghai University and QS. The and revision lum on regu.lnr intervals (2%); and‘(iii) diversity in the umvemties needs to  Accreditation (NBA) are two accredx -
methodologies show a bias in favour of Quality of 25 be aged in the new methodolo- tation ies. Unfor
d d ies. For le, in ly alumni nnd industry in curriculum gy by having indicators: (i) collabora- efforts have not yielded expected
some of the surveys, al and staff  Social 10 1 it (1%). tions in teaching and research/inter- results as accreditation has been a
. winning Nobel Prizes and Fields growth 05 st ¥ varsity knowledge clusters (2%); (ii) voluntary activity till ly. In this
Medals in tics, repu-. —= o . Quality of res (25%) percent of students 'from other light 2.5% weightage is suggested to
tation surveys, papers published in For i izing the ities for  states/UTS (2%); and (iii) percent of fac-  all the universities which have
"4 Nature or Science, proportion of inter-  Universityindustry, undertaking fundamental, policy, ulty from other States/UTS (1%). received Grade B and above,
v 1 students etc. are given si and civil 05 apphed and waluahve research the
weightage. Countries like India suffer sodety“nleses } include: (i) papers per  University- industry, governmentand  Overall rank of a
on these parameters. It is only rarely g 05 mcher published in blind peer review  civil society links For developing an overall rank of a uni-
that a Nobel Prize and a Field Medal are i 75 lized subject wise (5%); The university- industry government versity bued on nbw&menuonéd | per-
awarded to scholars of the third world. ity : (if) citation index/ rch impact and civil society part di F
: These two indicators together are given  Inter reach 05 ring fr of published the gap bety demia and mar- thodology by usi ing statisti-
Disadvantaged or 30% weishmge in case of Shanghai , 25 work cited by researchers across the ket; engages in innovations and trans- cal techniques needwberon
misjudged? < globe and research’s accumulated fer n;‘mﬁté s_ﬁ?jn‘o!hutéq SM- : BUURT WTRRY
The chall to higher ed Total 100 to drive action (10%); (ii) dent internshi e per Robofﬁnﬁlvunlﬂum
* India now has close to India are much diﬂenent ﬁ'om grants per teacher for major national indicators in this regard can be: (i) ngnmm
700 universities; central, Therefore, for  ing leading Indian universities among  and international projects (3%); (iv)pro- ’ind\uh'y funded research project ~In most universities teachers are driv-
state, private and assessing the performance of the Indi- top world universities. 5 e per teacher of partici- en by their professional accomplish-
deemed. ‘an universities, we need a ranking  Providing a scope for improving our  works, creative writings per teacher of dlgdblinu (29%); (if) outcome of  ments, They spend maximum time on
®Barringthe privateones,  methodology which is governed by the  global ranking by keeping India specif- pa:ﬁcipahng disciplines (195). W \nology ‘incubation centres (1%); academic works, They eschew from
most universities have issues and challenges of our higher icissuesinmind, 45 calibrated perfc T of the m%b ange of faculty an d profes- participating in the meetings for devis-
similar subjects and education system. Prime Minister of ance indicators are suggested for rank-  ing departments (2%); (vi) inmdhdpli-‘f (19%); and (iv) students' intern- mg stratedea for marketing the
course structures. India, Minister, HRD and Chairperson, ing the Indian universities. These are nary projects (2%); and (vﬂ) Research  ships with industry, gov civ- nn.he i lﬁes ’l'hus
®The extent of specialisa- UGC have already called for evolvmg classified into 11 key areas. The signifi- Awards . conferred by National/State il society, courts, etc. (1%). we have very i
tion is limited among Indi-  India specific methodology. cance of each area is shown in the table. Rmdmg institutions (2%). of our faculty but we fail to prqject
an universities. _ The major issues and challenges relat- Outreach programmes (5%) properly the macro accomplishments
®Theca ks more growth In ing to higher education are of moderate  Quality of teaching and learning Sodal inclusion (10%) 3 A number of universities in India = inthe absence of an institutional mech-
engineering and technolo-  Guality barring few Centres of Excel-  outcomes (28%) - . of remain confined to their walls, keep-  anism for collating achievements. For
gy pstitutes, investment lence, low access, and inequity. The For assessing the quality of teaching Indian umversiﬁes for promoting ingthismv:ewthe recommended per- marketing, the cumulative achieve-
inthe growthof humani-  access to higher education is 18% and learning out the i social incll can be: (i) indicators ise: (i) per-  ments of the universities, each univer-
ties has been ignored in against 100% in Korea and 95% in the to be factored into are: (i) teacher- of rural students (2%); (ii) tage of rojects relating aiwahmndeithersetupnuuwn(:eut‘or
the higher education. USA. Besides being low it is highly taughtratio (5)%; (ii) teaching pedagogy 'pereenhge of girl students (2%); (iii) to local community (2%); (ii) aware-
®The IITs have said the inequitable across gender, locationand ~ combining traditional lecture based percentage of minority ltudents (2%); ness programmes relating to health, this work. According to Mr Phil Baty,
method of ranking is socio-religious groups. Additional thod, problem so Ivma ial  (iv) df reserved ion, low sex ratio, Editor The Times Higher Education
loaded against their issues include weak nétworking among  learning, ‘student seminars, field based  including lundinp ltudents %), lnd corruption, crime against women, mw mvest
system. 1ndmn umversmes, lack of trusted leanﬁn_gnnduseoﬂTC (8%); (iii) teach-  (v) p drug abuse, etc. (1%); (iii) undertaking 3
for ers having completed qualifying degree learners (29%). s 5o ance of thelr univmmes India should

= Of the five criteria used in
ranking - teaching,
eb inter-

industry and society interface; ovel:-

national outiook and
industry income-itis only
on the last criterion that
Indian universities face
some disadvantage.

hasis on lecture based teaching
pedagogy; and fragile cultural diversity
in many campuses.
The suggested methodology should
also include the identification of param-
eters, which have the potential of tak-

from other universities (2%); and (iv)
adjunct faculty (1%); (v) choice -based
credit system (3%); (vi) ratio of contin-
uous assessment and terminal exami-
nation (3%); (vii) percentage of students
with first division (3%); and (viii) stu-
dents' feedback (5%).

Balanced growth (5%)

Top ranking universities should
strive for a balanced growth. The
suggested indicators include: (i) per-
centage of Social - Science and
Humanities students (2%); (ii) per-

}itgncy pr«ig;ammr es (1%); and (iv)

programmes (1%). - .

Employability (7.5%)

In the Indian context there is wide gap
between the skills formed in the univer-
sities and skills required by the market

also emulate this practice by investing
4 Pl 3

q p
king of the Indian ities.
The writer is Professsor at Departmént of Public Adminis-
tration, Panjab University, Chandigarh. He has co-edited
abookon higher education titled, Higher Education in
Indfla: The Changing Scenario,
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Government to keep close watch on history research
In the country

Hindustan Times (Indore)

NEW DELHI: The government-funded Indian Council of Historical research (ICHR) is creating a database of
all historians in a bid to keep tabs on trends in historical research and teaching at universities across the country.

The database will be created through a survey called ‘State of the Discipline Survey in History’ under which
every research scholar/ teacher will register with the ICHR with details such as place of work, area of research
and publications.

The survey could raise eyebrows in liberal circles which may see it as the BJP government’s attempt to monitor
historical research in India as part of its socalled “saffronisation” of history.

ICHR, which promotes historical research by giving grants, was hit by controversy recently over the
appointment of Yellapragada Sudershan Rao, a known supporter of Sanatan Hindu religion and Vedic literature,
as its chairperson.

“The ICHR has initiated a State of the Discipline Survey in History for surveying and assessing the state of
history teaching and research on India. This information will help us in compiling a database of teachers and
researchers engaged in universities/colleges working in different areas of history,” said a note ICHR member
secretary Gopinath Ravindran sent to all universities and colleges. Ravindran said the exercise, the first of its
kind in the country, will help take stock of the discipline and improve history research in the country. “It will
help us know the trend in history- writing in the country,” he told HT.

“We will get to know whether an institution has the requisite number of history faculties or not; whether the
grants given for a particular research are being utilised properly or not.”

Former ICHR chairperson and noted historian Irfan Habib said the ICHR was not an intelligence agency which

should keep details of the research scholars but added that he did not see any “design” in the move. “It will help
the specialists in the field,” he said.

How Germany managed to abolish university tuition
fees

http://www.newstatesman.com/education/2014/10/how-germany-managed-abolish-university-tuition-fees

If Germany has done it, why can’t we? That’s the question being asked by many students around the world in
countries that charge tuition fees to university. From this semester, all higher education will be free for both
Germans and international students at universities across the country, after Lower Saxony became the final state
to abolish tuition fees.

It’s important to be aware of two things when it comes to understanding how German higher education is
funded and how the country got to this point. First, Germany is a federal country with 16 autonomous states
responsible for education, higher education and cultural affairs. Second, the German higher education system —


http://www.newstatesman.com/education/2014/10/how-germany-managed-abolish-university-tuition-fees
https://theconversation.com/should-we-follow-the-german-way-of-free-higher-education-23970
http://www.independent.co.uk/student/last-german-state-abolishes-university-fees-9774555.html
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consisting of 379 higher education institutions with about 2.4m students — is a public system which is publicly
funded. There are a number of small private institutions but they enrol less than 5 per cent of the total student
body.

Back and forth with fees

Until 1970-71, West-German higher education students had to pay tuition fees at the level of about 120 to 150
German Marks per semester. There were needs-based exceptions but basically these fees had to be paid by
every student.

When they came to power in the late 1960s, Germany’s Social Democrats supported higher education
expansion by promoting widening participation and equal opportunities and by increasing the number of higher
education institutions. From 1971 onwards, a system of state financial assistance for students was established
and tuition fees were abolished. The assistance came first as a grant, later as a mix of half repayable-loan and
half grant.

During the peak period of higher education expansion in the late 1960s, exclusive funding of higher education
by the states became too much of a burden. New provisions were introduced for a framework law laying down
the general principles governing higher education across West Germany. The first law, introduced in 1976,
included a prohibition of tuition fees.

Despite a flirtation with the idea of re-introducing tuition fees under the conservative-liberal coalition
government in the 1980s, a stalemate ensued over whether tuition fees would lead state governments to reduce
their regular funding to universities.

Fees win out in late 1990s

The fall of the Berlin Wall and German Unification put all reform plans on hold for several years until the
whole East German system of higher education institutions and academies had been evaluated and reformed. A
new discussion about tuition fees then started around the mid-1990s, with their re-introduction seen as a
solution to a number of existing problems in the higher education system.

Around the end of the 1990s, the dam of resistance broke by allowing the introduction of fees for so-called
long-term students: students who had been enrolled several semesters past the regular duration of their study
programme and had not finished.

Those states with a conservative government filed a law suit in 2002 against the framework law of higher
education, arguing that its prohibition of tuition fees was an illegitimate intervention into the legal authority for
educational matters of the states. The Federal Constitutional Court upheld the complaint in 2005; immediately,
seven states introduced tuition fees.

In 2006, the framework law was abolished under wider reforms of German federalism. Tuition fees were
capped at 500 Euros per semester, but Berlin and all East-German states refused to introduce them.

Excellence and crisis

Yet the same reform of federalism led the states to reclaim complete authority and responsibility for their higher
education. This led the Federal Ministry for Education and Research to refuse any further co-funding with states
on higher education. And it left the federal ministry with a lot of spare money. A large part of this was
eventually invested into the German Excellence Initiative, a competitive funding programme launched in 2005
to support a group of universities to become global players.



http://www.bundesverfassungsgericht.de/entscheidungen/fs20050126_2bvf000103.html
http://www.dfg.de/en/research_funding/programmes/excellence_initiative/
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But this also meant that the poorer states faced a funding crisis for their higher education institutions. The
problem was aggravated by the fact the a number of the poorer states were located in East Germany, where all
states had decided not to introduce tuition fees in the hopes to attract more students.

Gradual abolition

In successive years, as soon as state government elections have elected social democratic or green party
governments, tuition fees have been abolished. The state of Hesse, for example, had tuition fees for only a
single year. In the end only two states were left with tuition fees: Bavaria and Lower Saxony. The conservative
government of Bavaria gave into the mainstream and abolished tuition fees in the winter semester 2013-14, with
Lower Saxony abolishing fees in the winter semester 2014-15.

But the heads of higher education institutions negotiated with their ministries, arguing that they could not
properly do their job of offering high-quality student experience if the loss of income from tuition fees was not
compensated one way or another.

So most states have agreed to compensate their higher education institutions with extra money — not quite
covering the loss in fees though — which was to be invested exclusively into the improvement of the quality of
studies and teaching. Most ministries decreed that students had to be involved in decisions about how and for
what purposes the money was going to be spent.

How funding works now

The present situation is that all higher education institutions receive a budget from the responsible ministry of
the state in which they are located, based on annual or biennial negotiations. This basic budget is complemented
by additional agreements between higher education institutions and the state concerning the intake of additional
numbers of students and the money to compensate the loss of income from tuition fees.

There are additional funding programmes — some funded jointly by the states and the federal ministry — for
supporting and promoting research, in the competition for excellence.

Of course, most higher education institutions continue to feel underfunded. The pressure on academic staff to
attract external research funding has increased, as has competition for such grants. Still, compared to other
countries in Europe, German higher education institutions continue to be rather generously funded by their
states — an estimated 80 per cent of their overall budgetary needs. There are also ample opportunities and
considerable amounts of external research funding available.

Publicly funded, but for how long?

Despite the fact that competition for funding and accountability has increased in German higher education, there
is still a general consensus that it is a public system and should be state-funded. The abolition of tuition fees,
even by conservative state governments, reflects this consensus too. In fact, the new Federal Minister for
Education and Research, a member of the Conservative Party, recently announced a major increase in the levels
of needs-based state financial assistance to students that will start in the 2016-17 academic year.

But funding varies considerably depending on different institutional and regional factors. The winners of the
German Excellence Initiative have received and are receiving considerable amounts of additional funding in the
hope that more German universities will be able to achieve better positions on world university rankings. There
were 12 German universities in the 2014-15 Times Higher Education World University Rankings, up from 10
the year before.



http://www.timeshighereducation.co.uk/news/unbridled-success-germanys-fee-foes-claim-victory/2003928.article
http://www.timeshighereducation.co.uk/news/german-reforms-give-students-substantial-financial-boost/2016024.article
http://www.timeshighereducation.co.uk/world-university-rankings/
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Higher education institutions in the poorer states (most of them in the east of Germany) receive less money and
academic staff are being paid lower salaries while higher education institutions in the richer states (typically in
the south) are better funded.

The debate about tuition fees — though dead for the moment — can easily be revived in the future. It has not been
dropped from the agenda once and for all. Government policies continue to be in favour of tuition fees, most
representatives of institutional leadership are as well, though for different reasons. But there is currently a lack
of general public support. Once this has changed — and influential advisory bodies and think tanks are working
towards such a change — the idea of tuition fees will be introduced again.

Barbara Kehm is a member (and former Secretary) of the Consortium of Higher Education Researchers
(CHER) and the German Association of Higher Education Research GfHf). This article was originally
published on The Conversation. Read the original article.



http://www.studis-online.de/HoPo/art-689-che-politik.php
http://theconversation.com/
http://theconversation.com/how-germany-managed-to-abolish-university-tuition-fees-32529

